
Gospel Reading   -   Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 
 

Lk 10:38-42 
Jesus entered a village 

where a woman whose name was Martha welcomed him. 

She had a sister named Mary 

who sat beside the Lord at his feet listening to him speak. 

Martha, burdened with much serving, came to him and said, 

"Lord, do you not care 

that my sister has left me by myself to do the serving? 

Tell her to help me." 

The Lord said to her in reply, 

"Martha, Martha, you are anxious and worried about many things. 

There is need of only one thing. 

Mary has chosen the better part 

and it will not be taken from her. 

Let us set the scene – Martha and Mary lived in Bethany  

 

 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/10?25


What was Jesus’ relationship to the two sisters? 

• They were disciples who made Jesus welcomed in their home. 

• Martha and Mary’s brother was Lazarus. 

Three visits to the home of Martha and Mary are recorded in the Gospels: 

1. The visit in Luke 10:38-42 as Jesus is traveling to Jerusalem 

2. The visit when their brother Lazarus dies in John 11:1-44. Jesus had 

withdrawn to the east side of the Jordon River because of the opposition of 

the priest and Pharisees of Jerusalem. He returns to raise Lazarus from the 

dead. Martha comes out to meet Jesus. Martha has changed. instead of 

trying to busy herself after inviting Christ to her house, she goes out the 

moment she hears He is coming.  
- Later on, John 11: 27 - She said to him, “Yes, Lord. I have come to believe 

that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one who is coming into the 

world.” 

3. The visit that begins Jesus’ last week in Jerusalem in John 12:1-11 when 

he and His Apostles have a Sabbath meal with the family. “Mary took a liter 

of costly perfumed oil made from genuine aromatic nard and anointed the 

feet of Jesus* and dried them with her hair; the house was filled with the 

fragrance of the oil.” 

 

Sunday’s Gospel reading contrasts two kinds of service to the Kingdom 

• Physical – Activity – doing something 

• Contemplative – receiving and listening to the Lord 

We need both Martha’s and Mary’s to advance the Kingdom of Jesus Christ 
 

Watch Video: 

Focus on the One Thing Necessary - Bishop Barron's Sunday Sermon 
 

https://youtu.be/j-QrUI-gvUo 

 

Questions: 

1. Which sister do you see yourself as? 

2. What temperament would you consider yourself (Martha or Mary)? 

 

 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/john/12#51012003-1
https://youtu.be/j-QrUI-gvUo

